[The role of healing abutments in the implant protocol].
The utilization of implants requires a close interrelationship between the prosthodontist and the surgeon who performs the implant procedure. The choice of abutments and other aspects of the work should be in the domain of both individuals. After the surgical procedures, the prosthodontist can wait until soft tissue healing occurs before deciding the type and length of the abutments that will be utilized for the reconstruction. If necessary, the surgeon can perform mucogingival surgery to enhance the implant-gingival environment.